[Current epidemiology of tuberculosis].
A major health threat in developing countries, the incidence of tuberculosis has decreased steadily in Western countries over the last century. However, since 1986, first in the United States, then more recently in several European countries, the number of declared cases has increased. The current epidemiology of tuberculosis is presented with special emphasis on French data. The possible causes of this revival have been carefully analyzed: better registration, role of immunodepression and particularly the HIV epidemic, geographical origin, drug abuse, poor living conditions.... Based on the description of resistant forms and the observations of hospital epidemics, particularly in the United States and in patients with HIV infection, curative and preventive measures may and must be undertaken whenever a case of tuberculosis is observed.